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4.0 Announcements – Questions and
comments
• http://www.campo7.com/hui216
• E-mails
• Signatures and attendance sheet
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4.1 Humanism (1375-1475): culture and the arts
• The systematic, rigorous study of classicism
• philology, archeology
• the first museums
• important private libraries
• studies and reports: Raphael’s “letter to Pope
Leo X on the monuments of ancient Rome”
(Palladio’s Rome)

• The development of a new education
curriculum, where literature becomes a
primary asset, used to teach about human
nature
HUI216
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4.1 Humanism (1375-1475): socio-political
trends
• The Signorie (Signori=Lords)
• the patricians or the wealthiest merchants
take charge in the city states
• a slow process of unification brings various
city-states under one ruler (often called the
Signore) and one government
• for example, the communes of Northern
Tuscany under Florence and the Medici family,
the communes of Veneto under the Republic of
Venice, the communes of Lombardy under
Milan and the Viscontis and the Sforzas, etc.
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4.2 Renaissance (1476-1550): political events
• The wars of Italy (1494-1559)
• the slow process of unification created local conflicts
and diplomatic incidents on a national and
international level
• this process was hindered at first, and then
eventually interrupted by the involvement of France,
Spain and Germany in Italian politics
• after a long series of costly wars the South of Italy,
Lombardy and a small portion of Southern Tuscany
fell under the influence of Spain (the country that
came out victorious), while small portions of the NE
and of the NW went to France and Germany
respectively
HUI216
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4.2 Renaissance (1476-1550): political events
• The wars of Italy (1494-1559)
• The political and military events of this period had
repercussions that lasted for three centuries
• Once many Italian states submitted directly or
indirectly to foreign powers, all chances of seeing
the birth of a modern unified nation in the Italian
peninsula were lost
• After this period, the process of national unification
was slow and intermittent
• Bringing Italy under one ruler and one government
required a great deal of diplomatic maneuvering,
together with military actions and popular
insurrections
HUI216
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4.3 Modernity (1551-1861): culture and politics
• Mannerism and Baroque (1551-1700)
• Breaking away from a systematic
imitation/emulation of classical standards
• The influence of France and Spain
• Machiavellism, Reason of State

• The Enlightenment (1701-1815)
• The vanishing of the Italian leadership in the
European cultural scene (with the exception of
music); the diminished role of the Italian economy

• Romanticism and the Risorgimento (1816-61)
• the development of the individual linked to the
development of a politically mature society
HUI216
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4.4 The last 150 years: unification; the
monarchy
• 1861: the Kingdom of Italy is established under the
Savoia family, originally Dukes of Piedmont (in the
NW of Italy)
• Click and look at a map of Italy at the time of unification

• 1871: Rome becomes Italy's third and final capital
(after Turin and Florence), when the city is taken
from the Pope during a quick war the previous year
• Many Italians during the 1860s felt that the process of
unification was more similar to a process of conquest
• They likened the new local administrators (often from
Piedmont) to representatives of a foreign government
• They failed to identify with the national State and did not
develop a strong sense of loyalty to their new national
institutions
HUI216
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4.4 The last 150 years: the two World Wars;
fascism
• WWI was the first real chance for millions of Italians from
various regions (mostly males) to share crucial
experiences, in the trenches
• Like military draft, which involved the process of
relocation, the war gave many the opportunity to
appreciate the nature of local cultural/linguistic
differences
• This desire for the concrete realization of common
national goals translated into fascist ideology
• 1919: the process of unification of the Italian peninsula is
completed with WWI peace treaties
• Italy changes again following WWII: small territories at
the borders are assigned to former Yugoslavia and
HUI216
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4.4 The last 150 years: the Republic
• 1946: Italy becomes a Republic after an
institutional referendum in which the monarchy
loses by a narrow margin (approx. 2 million votes)
• Since it was clear that local identities and regional
cultures had never lost their strength, the
constitution of the Italian republic, passed in 1948,
recommended that regions be given ample
autonomy
• Between 2001 and 2005 the Italian Parliament took
important steps (including a reform of the Constitution) to
introduce a better defined form of federalism in Italy
• The 20 Italian Regions (each one with a Regional
Council, a Governor, and regional laws) have more
power and control over internal as well as national
matters
HUI216
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4.5 Federalism: the Northern League (Lega
Nord)
• Umberto Bossi is the founder/leader of the Lega
Nord
• If you want, you can visit the site of the Northern
League party: their English section is off-line

• The Northern League is a party created in the
late 1980s to promote the idea of an Italian
federation
• According to the ideology of this party, the Northern
regions should be largely independent from the central
government (at least in areas such as local taxation and
tax redistribution, education, local law enforcement)
• They should be free to apply tougher measures against
illegal immigrants, and other policies for the ‘protection’
and the ‘advancement’ of Northern Italian culture(s)
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4.5 Federalism and the reform of the
Constitution: the federal Senate
• Art. 57 of the new constitution
• the Senate becomes a “federal Senate,” with
electoral districts based on the 20 regions of
Italy
• the election of the senators is linked to the
elections of the regional and provincial councils
• the number of senators assigned to each region
is linked to the number of inhabitants (as
established by the national census)
• no region can have less than 6 senators, with
the exception of Molise (2) and Valle d’Aosta (1)
• representatives of the regions and local
provinces are admitted to the Senate, without
HUI216
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4.5 Federalism and the reform of the
Constitution: the Assembly of the Republic
• Art. 83 of the new constitution: the
President of the Italian Republic is
elected by an “Assembly of the
Republic,” composed by
• all members of the parliament
• the heads of the regions and provinces
• regional delegates
• 2 per region (1 in the case of Valle d’Aosta)
• each region is also assigned 1 delegate for
every million inhabitants
HUI216
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4.5 Bilingual street
signs have
become popular,
esp. in districts
controlled by the
League
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4.6 The Savoia: Italy’s former royal family
• Originally from Piedmont (their capital was Turin, the city of
automaker Fiat and of Juventus soccer team), they were Italy's royal
family from 1861 until 1946
• The Constitution of the Italian republic (1948), contained an article
banning all male members of the Savoy family (those in line for the
throne), and their wives, from Italy
• Article XIII [Transitory and final provisions]
• (1) The members and descendants of the House of Savoy shall not be
entitled to vote and may not hold any public or elective office
• (2) Former kings of the House of Savoy, their wives and male
descendants may not enter the national territory or remain in it
• (3) Property within the national territory belonging to the former kings of
the House of Savoy, their wives and male descendants, shall revert to
the State

• In 2002 this article of the Italian Constitution was finally changed
with a large majority, thanks to the support of both the government
and the opposition parties
HUI216
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4.6 Savoia: their prolonged exile from Italy
• According to public polls, many Italians did not support the
decision to allow the members of the former royal family to
come back to Italy
• The memories of the last war, decided by Mussolini with the
blessing of King Vittorio Emanuele III, are still alive
• Two decisions in particular gave the Savoias a bad name
• the support given to the institution of racial laws in 1938
• during the summer of 1943, their decision to leave the city of Rome
and to embark on a cruiser that took them to the Italian territories
already controlled by the Allied forces

• Italians felt abandoned, and if you have seen the movie
Captain Corelli's mandolin (2001), you are familiar with
some of the events of the summer of 1943
• after Mussolini was arrested and put in jail, on September 8 the
Italian government announced that they were joining the English
and American forces in the fight to end the war
• Italian military units, formally under the supreme authority of the
King, were not informed of this decision ahead of time, and were left
16
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4.6 Italians and the Savoia
• Excerpts from “Italy Inching Toward Lifting Exile for
Its Royal Heirs” (NYT, February 3, 2002) By
MELINDA HENNEBERGER
• [...] The brief against the former monarchs, though, is not
only their Fascist history, or even the fact that Vittorio
Emanuele III signed the anti-Semitic 1938 racial laws,
but that when Mussolini was overthrown and Italy
surrendered on Sept. 8, 1943, the royal family fled
German- occupied Rome for the safety of Brindisi.
• In the same way that the English have never forgotten
that their royal family stayed on in London while the
bombs fell during World War II, Italians have never
forgotten that in a similarly dangerous moment, their
royals lost no time getting out of town.
HUI216
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4.6 Italians and the Savoia
• "They fled and abandoned us," said Enzo Biagi, the
acknowledged dean of Italian journalism. "[...] Maria
Jose," the queen, who died last year [...] is the only one
who didn't want to leave."
• [...] "Look, I have no problem saying sorry," he [=Prince
Emanuele Filiberto] said, "but I'm sorry about all the
Italians who contributed to this terrible period of history.
What can I say I'm sorry for? I was not even born then,
though I do feel ashamed of my country, yes.
• […] Sergio Romano, a former Italian ambassador and
commentator, said in an interview, "Let's say the truth:
These are people of modest intellect who should be let
back in the country, and in two weeks forgotten."
HUI216
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4.7 The Savoia and Rome’s Pantheon
• Maria Josè, the last Queen of Italy, died in
Switzerland at the end of January 2001
• The daughter of Albert I, king of Belgium, Maria Josè
had married Prince Umberto II, whose father, King
Vittorio Emanuele III, cooperated with and supported
Fascist dictator Mussolini
• After the war, Maria Josè became Queen on May 9,
1946, when Vittorio Emanuele abdicated in favor of his
son
• She was Queen for only 27 days, because in June 1946
a slim majority of Italians voted in favor of the
Republican form of government in a public referendum
• The Savoias then went into exile, to Portugal and to
Egypt
HUI216
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4.7 The Savoia and Rome’s Pantheon
• Some conservative politicians in Italy asked that
Maria Josè be buried at the Pantheon (in Rome)
• The Pantheon ("temple of all gods") was the burial site of
the Savoias when they reigned over Italy (another site in
English on the Pantheon)
• Built under the consul Agrippa in 27 CE, it was restored
by the emperor Hadrian (130 CE)
• In 609 it was given by Emperor Foca to Pope Boniface
IV, and it was turned into a church
• The interior is a cylinder above which rises the
hemispherical dome
• The dome has a span of 43.3 m (143 feet), the largest
until Brunelleschi's dome in the Florence Cathedral
(1420-36)
HUI216
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4.7 The Pantheon

HUI216
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4.7 The interior of the
Pantheon
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4.7 The interior of
the Pantheon in a
painting by
Giovanni Paolo
Pannini (1691-1765)
-- Washington D.C.,
National Gallery
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4.7 The Savoias visit the Pantheon (Jan. 2004)

HUI216
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4.8 Italy and Europe
• 1948: the new Constitution of the Italian Republic
was completed and approved
• The process of unification and the development of
national sovereignty and of its institutions in Italy
had just made an important step forward, when a
new political reality appeared in Europe
• The idea of a European league or federation of
nations is now being finalized, with the recent and
difficult drafting of a Constitution for the European
Union, the final step necessary to give real power
to the European Parliament
• signed in Rome in Oct. 2004 (like the EEC treaty of
1957), but not ratified by all 25 EU members
HUI216
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4.8 The foundation of the European Union
• 1951: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and
the Netherlands sign the first economic treaty; other
treaties will follow during the ’50s and ’60s
• These postwar treaties originated from the great desire of
peace shared by European countries which fought on both
sides, suffered a great deal during the war (see the Preamble
of the EU constitution), and gained little or nothing from it
• The idea behind those treaties was that increasing
cooperation in areas such as the the economy, defense and
foreign politics would bring those country closer, reinforce
friendship and collaboration, thus preventing the recurrence
of violence and war
• The almost 60 years of peace in Western Europe can be
explained, at least partially, with that strategy, especially
when one considers the number of wars in Western Europe
between the Middle Ages andHUI216
the modern era
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4.8 The European Union: Great Britain
• Notice that Great Britain is the most important
European country missing from the list of founders
of the European Union
• The reason was not only the traditional isolationist
attitude of the British, but also the fact that Great Britain
still considered itself, at that time, a superpower, having
been instrumental in bringing the war against the Axis
(Germany, Italy and Japan) to an end

• Also remember that in the early ’50s Great Britain
was still a colonial empire, which had just began
the process of turning its colonies into independent
states or into independent partners of the
Commonwealth
HUI216
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4.8 1973-1995: the European Union grows
• 1973: Denmark, Ireland and the United
Kingdom join the founder states in the
European Economic Community
• 1981: Greece joins the EEC
• 1986: Spain and Portugal join the Union,
after the demise of their fascist regimes
• 1995: Austria, Finland and Sweden are
accepted into the European Union, after the
end of the Cold War
HUI216
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4.8 2003-2006: the EU 25
• 2003: “A vote is held in the European
Parliament. The majority adopts a report
giving the green light to the accession of
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland,
Slovak and Slovenia in 2004.”
• Current applicant countries
•
•
•
•

Bulgaria
Croatia
Romania
Turkey
HUI216
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4.8 The European Union and the euro
• 1993: the single market is established
• 1999: the Euro is launched as a virtual currency
• This is its symbol: €

• 2002: Euros began to circulate and be used,
together with the original national currencies (liras,
marks, franks, etc.)
• Click on this link and look at the Euro notes

• Mar. 1, 2002: the Euro became the only legal
currency in the 15 member states with the
exception of the UK, Denmark and Sweden
• The BCE, on Feb. 6, at closing, reported the following
quotation for the euro: €1=$1.2
HUI216
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4.9 The main institutions of the EU
• the European Parliament
• elected by the citizens of the member states
• for a long time the European parliament has been just a
consulting body, whose limited power and authority was used
mostly to decide investments and financial support to be
assigned to European farmers in impoverished regions of
Ireland, Spain and Portugal, France, Italy, and Greece
• now it is a legislative body, whose powers will become fully
operational once the European constitution is ratified

• the European Council (representing the various
European governments)
• this agency works as a liaison between the single
governments and the central European authority
• Austria has the presidency during this semester (each
member of the Union holds the presidency for six months);
Italy had it in the second half of 2003
HUI216
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4.9 Other European institutions
• the European Commission
• the executive body, with the right to initiate legislation
• this is where the actual power and authority is, within the institutions
of the European Union; this is where all the important decisions of
the last decade have been taken
• the former President of the Commission, with a 5-year mandate that
expired in 2004, was Italy’s Romano Prodi, former Prime Minister of
Italy in the late 1990s

• the Court of Justice (dealing with community law and
regulations)
• the Court of Auditors (responsible for reviewing and
supervising the administration of funds used by the various
agencies for their operations)
• the European Ombudsman (dealing with complaints from
citizens, especially regarding the improper use of European
funds/grants)
HUI216
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4.9 EU banks
• The European Investment Bank
• It uses European funds to support a balanced economic
development within the Union
• The principle behind the subsidies for agriculture and other areas of
European economy (subsidies that have made both Clinton and
Bush complain about unfair competition) is that the various
European countries cannot be equal partners in the Union and
cannot share social and political goals if their economies grow at
vastly different rates
• Many of the funds that are available to support European
economies and local initiatives in poorer areas (such as the South of
Italy) come from the introduction of the single European currency
• In the past all EU countries including Italy used to have large
amounts of gold and dollars which they kept as reserve and used
occasionally to stabilize their national currency
• Once central European banks were created, a central European
reserve was instituted to support the euro, and tens of billions of
dollars could be released from the national reserves

• The European Central Bank (responsible for interest
rates and the monetary policy)
HUI216
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4.10 What kind of federation will the European
Union become?
• Given the long history of the various European
countries one cannot expect Europe to become,
anytime soon, a federation similar to the United
States, i.e. a political entity in which local
institutions and the central federal administration
are tightly connected and work side-by-side in
many fields, act almost in unison, in spite of
occasional clashes
• It is also easy to notice how most Americans share
customs and social practices (the so-called
American way of life), and that those similarities
are somewhat more relevant and widespread than
in the EU
HUI216
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4.10 What kind of federation will the European
Union become?
• Yet, we cannot underestimate the unifying power
of a force such as the economy and of so powerful
a concern such as that of security
• The real measure for the attachment of European
governments and of single politicians to the future
of the Union is the issue of voting, that is, more
specifically, whether decisions taken inside
European agencies or institutions should be
supported by a majority of votes (possibly even a
two-thirds majority) or by unanimity, which means
that any one member would have the power to
veto any decision, slowing down the process of
unification considerably
HUI216
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4.10 Italy’s positions
• Current Prime Minister Berlusconi and most
members of his government have been have
been known for their “euro-skepticism”, and
have been hesitant to support European
initiatives that might take some of the power
away from Italy
• Former president of European commission
Romano Prodi, who leads the left-wing coalition
in Italy, is in favor of majority decisions, so that
no state inside the Union will be able to singlehandedly stop or sabotage the political
expansion of the EU HUI216
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4.11 “A union of minorities”
•

Here are excerpts from the translation of a speech given by Prodi on
February 28th, 2002, (by clicking on the link you will be able to read the
entire speech, which is not too long)
• However, we must not forget the unique nature of European integration.
The European Union is unique in that it is a union of peoples and States.
• The real aim is not to build a superstate. Why do so now, at a time when
classical State models are increasingly incapable of managing
globalization? The real aim, a combination of realism and vision, is to
continue developing this unique structure towards an increasingly advanced
supranational democracy. A European democracy based on the peoples
and the States of Europe.
• To do so, we have to adapt the major principles underlying our national
democratic traditions to the unique structure of Europe. These are: the
separation of powers; majority voting; public debate and a vote by the
people's elected representatives on all legal texts; approval of taxes by
Parliament.
• The Union’s decision-making system needs to be overhauled. We need
new, simpler and more transparent procedures for taking and implementing
decisions. Tasks and responsibilities currently assumed at Union level can
and must be reviewed and devolved to the Member States.
HUI216
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4.11 “A union of minorities” (the end of Prodi’s
speech)
•

•

•

The Commission will not shirk its responsibilities and is ready to play its part, to
change in accordance with Europe’s new needs. It is ready to redefine its own tasks
to take on new responsibilities in fields where the future of Europe is at stake. It is
also ready to give up part of its powers if this contributes to the greater common
good. […] The Commission is the guardian of the Treaties. This means ensuring
that the European Union evolves in a way that is true to itself. It does not mean
preserving at all cost what time calls on us to change. While recognizing and
respecting the great cultural and spiritual traditions that are at the heart of Europe,
we must work to bring about a genuine reform of the Union. A reform that is both
far-reaching and faithful to the great principles that have provided the basis for our
success. We must move towards “an ever-closer union among the peoples of
Europe” because young Europeans will be unable to identify with a limited,
straitjacketed project.
We must share sovereignty if we are able to exercise it in any real sense (as we
have done in the case of the currency). We must recognize the need for institutions
which are responsible for the general interest. We must ensure that all States are
treated equally.
Members of the Convention, Europe is not an alliance. It is the shared home of the
citizens of Europe. It is the new protagonist of the new century. For this reason it
cannot be based on the laws of the few largest, strongest or most senior members
of the European club. The European Union is a “union of minorities” where no State
may have the right to impose itself on others.
HUI216
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4.11 A federation of states, not a super-state
• It will take more than a few generations to change the
various national identities, and this certainly is not a goal
that European leaders have set for themselves
• Europeans will continue to have a dual identity, which for so
many regions of Europe might be not Spanish and
European, or Italian and European, but rather Basque and
European, or Venetian and European
• Regarding the issue of language, if you have explored the
sites of the European Union, you must have seen the many
languages that all documents are translated into
• And just recently the press in Europe reported about the
complaint by many members of the Union that the citizens
of a particular country were not good enough with foreign
languages. Can you guess what that country is?
HUI216
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4.11 “What global language?”
•

Excerpts from an article published on the Atlantic monthly in Nov. 2000: "What
global language?" by senior editor Barbara Wallraff
•

•

•

According to recent "Eurobarometer" surveys described by Graddol, "77% of Danish
adults and 75% of Swedish adults for example, say they can take part in a
conversation in English." And "nearly one third of the citizens of the 13 'non Englishspeaking' countries in the EU 'can speak English well enough to take part in a
conversation.'" However, Richard Parker, in his book Mixed Signals: The Prospects
for Global Television News (1995), reported this about a study commissioned by
Lintas, a major media buyer, in the early 1990s:
When ad researchers recently tested 4,500 Europeans for "perceived" versus
"actual" English-language skills, the results were discouraging. First, the interviewees
were asked to evaluate their English-language abilities, and then to translate a series
of sample English phrases or sentences. The study produced, in its own words,
"sobering" results: "the number of people really fit for English-language television
turned out to be less than half the expected audience." In countries such as France,
Spain, and Italy, the study found, fewer than 3 percent had excellent command of
English; only in small markets, such as Scandinavia and the Low Countries did the
numbers even exceed 10 percent.
...So the number of people in the world who speak English is unknown, and how well
many of them speak and understand it is questionable. No one is arguing that
English is not widely spoken and taught. But the vast numbers that are often
repeated -- a billion English-speakers, a billion and a half -- have only tenuous
grounding in reality.
HUI216
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